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ABSTRACT

The Religious Moderation Program, established by the Ministry of Religious
Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia, seeks to promote the values of tolerance and
tolerance in light of the diverse identities of Indonesian society, especially in the
face of the spread of some extremist and permissive proselytizing movements on
the one hand, and on the other hand, to create an open and tolerant social
environment. Indonesian society is considered a historical model of pluralism and
tolerance, as it is known for its cultural openness and interaction with neighboring
civilizations, which contributed to the formation of a distinctive style of Islam that
is in harmony with local culture. However, this openness has also facilitated the
entry of disparate ideologies, including militant ideology, which, while present, still
interacts with the local cultural values of the archipelago's society (Nusantara).
Using an analytical approach, this study aims to address two main ideas:
Islamization and Indigenisation of Islam, by analyzing the ideas of some scholars
belonging to these two streams of thought. The research seeks to provide a
comprehensive view of the relationship between the two ideas and their role in
analyzing the nature of society and social movements in Indonesia. The study draws
a set of ideas related to the Ministry of Religious Affairs' Wasatiyah program, while
providing new findings and insights that contribute to the development of the
program to become more effective and responsive to the needs of society. The study
also highlights the deep historical roots of these two ideas and their role in shaping
the dynamics of Nusantara society since the introduction of Islam, as an intellectual
basis for many of the scientific arguments recorded in academic research, whether
in books or scientific journals. The study emphasizes the need to rely on primary
sources to accurately understand the reality of society and its development, while
utilizing secondary sources to make comparisons and validate concepts. This study
provides a new perspective that contributes to the development of the moderation
program of the Ministry of Religious Affairs to be more appropriate to the social
reality and avoid potential challenges in its implementation.

Keywords: Islamization, Indigenisation of Islam, Religious Moderation
Program, Ministry of Religious Affairs.
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