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ABSTRACT

This study aims to produce a verified scholarly edition and critical study of
a section of the manuscript Sabil al-Salam li Buliigh al-Maram fi Ahadith Sayyid
al-Anam, authored by Sultan Muhammad ‘Aidriis Qa’im al-Din al-Butiint (d. 1267
AH /1851 CE), one of the most prominent scholar-rulers of the Sultanate of Buton
in the nineteenth century. The manuscript contains 145 hadiths, carefully selected
from a variety of sources and displaying different degrees of authenticity; sahih
(authentic), hasan (good) and da‘if (weak). The research is based on the digitised
manuscript preserved within the Endangered Archives Programme (British Library,
UK). It includes comparing and collating the manuscript, tracing the hadiths back
to their original sources, assessing their chains and levels of authenticity, correcting
scribal errors, standardising orthography, identifying Qur’anic verses, clarifying
proper names of persons and places, and explaining rare and ambiguous vocabulary.
The text has been annotated with scholarly footnotes and explanatory comments
from the beginning of chapter six to the end of chapter thirteen. The study also
provides a brief account of the historical and intellectual background of the author
and highlights his effort to harmonise normative Islamic scholarship with the local
cultural context. The research concludes that the author was not merely reproducing
earlier works, but imparted a distinctive character to his book by arranging the
hadiths thematically and combining legal commentary with prophetic reports in a
way that served the needs of his community. This reflects the profound interaction
between the Islamic tradition of the Middle East and the scholarly contributions of
the Nusantara. The study equally illustrates the importance of preserving
Indonesian hadith manuscripts for their scientific and historical value, and their
relevance for contemporary hadith studies.

Keywords: Sabil al-Salam li Buliigh al-Maram, Muhammad “Aidrts Qa’im
al-Din, Sultanate of Buton, critical edition, manuscripts, hadith, Nusantara.
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