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From the ‘Ilal of Hadith to Matan Criticism: The Purported Contradiction of

Hadith and Reason Between Classical and Contemporary scholars
Nawal Zemoura

nawelzemoura¥ Y@gmail.com

AR AR AR I

MA in Islamic Studies
Abstract

In modern times, there has been a phenomenon of attempting to criticise matan of
some authentic Prophetic hadiths, led by certain contemporary scholars and
thinkers who argue that the matan of these hadith are contrary to reason. This
study aims to explore the historical evolution of methodology for critiquing the
matan of those hadith, starting from the era of the Companions of Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) to the present day, through some selected examples. Its
primary objective is to identify the epistemological and conceptual paradoxes that
have influenced the methodology of Matan hadith criticism by examining its
historical development. This will be achieved through a historical-genetic
approach that examines prevalent discourses in each period and their impact on
concurrent ideas and concepts. This study argues that the expansion of
contemporary approaches in criticising matan hadith can be attributed to a
cognitive shift in defining and understanding the capabilities of reason. The
emergence and dominance of the concept of scientism in public thought, claiming
that science can always attain truth and that belief in it is part of civilization and
progress, has elevated the status of science to unprecedented levels. Consequently,
criticizing matan hadith has become easier for contemporary individuals
compared to critiquing scientific knowledge, which has attained the status of
certainties and absolutes for them. This provides a clear insight into the paradigm

shift that has occurred in modern scientific disciplines.

Keywords: the ‘llal of Hadith, matan criticism, the purported contradiction

between hadith and reason, classical scholars, contemporary scholars.
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