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ABSTRACT

This study examines Taha Abdurrahman's project of renewing the proofs for the
existence of God through the approach of pragmatic philosophy (al-falsafah al-tadawuliyyah).
The study originates from the claim that philosophy has become extensively intertwined with
Islamic theology ( ilm al-kalam), resulting in a weakening of its spiritual impact. Moreover,
Western modernity, through its cultural and civilizational advancement, has significantly
influenced the Muslim world, leading many Muslims to gravitate toward it and consequently
affecting the distinctive epistemological character of Islamic thought. Taha Abdurrahman
argues that the Islamic intellectual heritage contains a methodology superior to many other
scientific and philosophical approaches. Through this methodology, he seeks to address the
challenges of the modern age by constructing a new epistemological framework. He begins by
refining the traditional method of ‘ilm al-kalam and reconciling it with modern scientific
methodologies. From this synthesis, he develops what he calls Arab-Islamic Pragmatic
Philosophy, which constitutes the core of his intellectual project. Taha Abdurrahman’s project
for renewing the proofs of God's existence through pragmatic philosophy is founded upon three
principal concepts: the principle of innate existentiality, the principle of moral philosophy, and
the principle of the three intellects—the abstract intellect, the guided intellect, and the
supported intellect. Through this project, he aims to generate spiritual and ethical
transformation based on the knowledge of God's existence while simultaneously fostering an
authentic philosophical thought capable of confronting contemporary intellectual currents.
Based on these considerations, the researcher critically examines Taha Abdurrahman’s project
in light of the methodology of classical Muslim theologians regarding the question of divinity.
The study also evaluates the extent to which this project is capable of addressing modern
intellectual trends, thereby revealing both its distinctive strengths and the limitations that may
affect its effectiveness.

Keyword: Renewal, Argument, pragmatic philosophy, Taha Abderrahmane
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28 Wildan Rochman Hakim, shofiyullah muzammil, “Renewal of ‘Ilm kalam in the
contemporary era: A study of Taha Abdurrahman’s metatheological concept” Kanz
Philosophia: A journal for Islamic Philosophy and mysticism, (2022) Page : 353

(Many assumptions believe that classical Islamic theology is no longer relevant in the
contemporary era, either because its discussion tends to be theocentric and far from the
progress of humanism or because it is considered no longer relevant to answer contemporary
issues such as secularism, pluralism, globalization, or neo-atheism.)
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