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ABSTRACT

This study aims to explore the magasid-based reasoning (concept of Islamic
legal objectives) in the thought of Yusuf al-Qaradawi and Jasser Auda by comparing
their approaches to magqgasid al-shari‘ah. Yusuf al-Qaradawi built his theory of
magqasid as a core element of his intellectual framework known as the Wasatiyyah
(moderate) school of thought, whereas Jasser Auda approaches magasid al-shari ‘ah—
and Islamic jurisprudence more broadly—through the lens of systems philosophy,
attempting to characterize it with modern methodological features inspired by that
philosophical paradigm. Despite agreeing on the need to renew the field of maqasid
al-shari ‘ah—especially by expanding its meanings and introducing new objectives not
addressed by classical scholars—their approaches differ significantly when it comes
to applying magasid in practical ijtihad (independent legal reasoning). Al-Qaradawi
employs magasid as a tool for renewing Islamic jurisprudence, emphasizing their
central role in aiding the mujtahid in deriving legal rulings for contemporary issues,
resolving uncertainties, and selecting the strongest opinion among divergent scholarly
views. He therefore insists that a mujtahid should not issue a fatwa without first
identifying the relevant legal objective (magsad) associated with the issue.
Nevertheless, his position on texts that are definitive (gaf 7) in both authenticity and
meaning—such as the verses on hudid punishments—is one of refusal to reinterpret
them in light of the underlying magasid. In contrast, Jasser Auda assigns a more
elevated role to magasid, treating them as a central tool in legal reasoning. He argues
that hadiths which do not align with the higher objectives of Islamic law should be re-
examined and subjected to critical scrutiny, rather than being accepted solely based on
their chains of transmission or textual content. In his legal thought, magasid take
precedence over traditional juristic opinions, and he even rejects ijma " (scholarly
consensus) as a valid source of legislation. Moreover, he redefines the concepts of
certainty (qat 7) and speculation (zanni) regarding legal texts. To carry out this
comparison, the researcher examined al-Qaradawi’s thought as presented in his book
Dirasah fi Figh Maqasid al-Shari‘ah, and Jasser Auda’s thought as explained in his
book Magqasid al-Shari‘ah as Philosophy of Islamic Law: A Systems Approach,
employing a qualitative method based on written sources. The study’s findings indicate
that the methodological differences between them led to a divergence in their patterns
of ijtihad, particularly in their positions on the status of magasid, the nasiis, the
definitions of gat 7 and zanni, and their understanding of wagi ‘ (reality), all of which
ultimately resulted in differing outcomes of ijtihad.

Keywords: Magdasid al-Shari‘ah, Yusuf al-Qaradawi, Jasser Auda, Systems
Philosophy, Wasatiyyah School
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