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ABSTRACT

This study examines the concept of rationality in the interpretation of ahadith al-
Ahkam within the thought of Yusuf al-Qaradawi. Its primary objective is to analyze
his understanding of ahadith al-Ahkam as reflected in his fatwas, with a particular
emphasis on how al-Qaradawi employs a rationalist methodology in interpreting
these hadiths, the extent to which this approach influences his juristic opinions
expressed in the form of fatwas, and the specific areas in which such rationality is
manifested. Methodologically, this study employs an inductive approach, engaging
with a purposefully selected sample of hadiths that have been the subject of
considerable scholarly debate in al-Qaradawi’s work; Min Hady al-Islam: Fatawa
Mu ‘asirah. These fatwas are subjected to systematic analysis to theorize a clear
methodological framework for engaging with hadith texts in al-Qaradawi’s thought,
followed by a comparative assessment with the interpretations of other scholars on
similar issues. The findings reveal that al-Qaradawi's approach to interpreting
ahadith al-Ahkam is characterized by rationality, where reason is employed to
understand the textual content of hadiths and applied to contemporary issues, while
maintaining the normative authority of the texts. His method demonstrates a
balanced integration of authentic text (nagli) and reasoning (‘aqli), avoiding both
excess and negligence. This methodological orientation has been shaped by several
factors, including his scholarly formation, his engagement with the reformist and
renewalist thought of figures, and his lived experience in dynamic socio-political
contexts. Al-Qaradawi uses rationalist methods such as fa'wil lughawi (linguistic
interpretation) to resolve textual difficulties; contextual ta'wil sivaqr
(interpretation), which takes into account the temporal, spatial, and socio-cultural
dimensions of the text; interpreting hadiths in light of the Qur'an to ensure with its
spirit and overarching objectives; verifying the authenticity of hadiths in terms of
both isnad and matn; engaging in critical evaluation to established scientific and
historical facts; differentiating between unchanging aims and adaptive methods;
linking relevant hadiths within a specific issue to gain holistic understanding;
connecting partial texts to the maqasid al-shari‘ah to draw legal decisions within
an integrated Islamic framework; and taking maslahah 'ammah (public interest) in
the formulation of legal opinions. As a result, al-Qaradawi’s methodology in hadith
interpretation is based on a balanced synthesis of text and reason, as well as
unchangeable principles and contextual adaptability, guided by magqgasid al-
shari ‘ah and the needs of the modern contemporary era. The scope of this rationalist
orientation in his fatwas encompasses issues related to ‘agidah, ‘ibadah (worship),
gender affairs, figh al-aqalliyyat (minority jurisprudence), medicine, health, and
other relevant subjects.

Keywords: Rationality, Hadith Interpretation, Ahadith al-Ahkam, Fatwas, Yusuf al-
Qaradawi
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