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Abstract

Contemporary Islamic studies discourse faces fundamental
challenges related to objectivity in academic research. The debate
between Muslim and Western scholars regarding objectivity standards
reflects a broader epistemological tension in Islamic studies. The
Western model that emphasizes value neutrality conflicts with the
Islamic perspective that acknowledges religious values in research. This
study examines the dynamics of knowledge politics and discourse on
objectivity in Islamic studies in the twenty-first century, focusing on
State Islamic University (UIN) Sunan Kalijaga as a case study. This
study aims to analyze: What are the meaning and limits of objectivity
in academic research for Islamic studies specifically? What is the
concept of objectivity from the perspective of UIN Sunan Kalijaga? It
evaluates the possibility of achieving completely value-free objectivity
and determines the extent of political, ideological, and academic
interests' influence on the development of Islamic studies methodology.
This study employs a qualitative approach that combines analysis of
Islamic studies methodology at UIN Sunan Kalijaga, in-depth
interviews with key figures at this university, and comprehensive
library research on objectivity and scientific politics. The collected data
was analyzed using a theoretical framework that combines Islamic
epistemological perspectives with contemporary critical theory. The
research findings show that objectivity in Islamic studies always
intersects with competing interests of various parties, ranging from
traditional religious authorities to the demands of modernity and the
secularization of knowledge. This study contributes to a deeper
understanding of the complexities of the relationship between politics
and scientific objectivity and the transformation of Islamic studies in
the contemporary era.

Keywords: Objectivity, Islamic Studies, Politics of Knowledges, UIN
Sunan Kalijaga, Research Methodology.
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