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ABSTRACT

The Qur’an is considered the primary source in Islam, valid and relevant
across all times and places. In the modern era, various theories and methodologies
have emerged, employed by scholars to interpret Qur’anic verses in ways that
respond to contemporary challenges. One such modern development is Magasid-
based interpretation (tafsir maqasidi), which seeks to offer a middle ground amid
the ongoing tension between the traditionalist current, which clings strictly to the
text, and the liberal current, which prioritizes context over textual literalism. This
study aims to analyze the extent to which tafsir magasidi can bridge these two
currents. Employing a qualitative analytical-critical approach, the study focuses on
the thought of Abdul Mustaqim, particularly in his interpretation of gender-related
verses. The findings indicate that, theoretically, tafsir magasidi offers a relatively
ideal methodology that could serve as a meeting point between both perspectives,
as it considers both the mechanisms and objectives valued by each side. However,
when examining its practical applications, several epistemological and
methodological issues arise. These include subjectivity in determining the maqasid
(objectives), the potential marginalization of textual authority, an overreliance on
historical context and contemporary human experience, an apologetic tendency, and
the possibility of relativizing meaning. Additionally, key aspects are sometimes
overlooked, such as the distinction between immutable and variable elements, as
well as Qur’anic concepts like muhkam (clear) and mutashabih (ambiguous),
making it difficult for traditionalist scholars to accept this method. They view such
aspects as fundamental and non-negotiable.

Keywords: Abdul Mustaqim, Liberalism, Maqgasid-based interpretation,
Modernity, Traditionalism.
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