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ABSTRACT

This study focuses on examining the development of the concept of 7a /il (legal
reasoning by cause or rationale) in the thought of contemporary magqdasid scholars,
through an analysis of the views of three prominent figures in this field: Taha Jabir
al-‘Alwani, Jasser Auda, and Khaled Abou El Fadl. The study aims to show how
their understanding of ta /il has shifted compared to earlier debates among scholars
of kalam (Islamic theology) and usil al-figh (principles of jurisprudence) regarding
the permissibility of attributing a cause or purpose ( ‘illah or gharad) to God’s
actions and rulings. This research is grounded in the observation that contemporary
magqasid scholars rely on magqdsid (objectives) and maslahah (benefit), which are
generally ghayr mundabit (non-restricted or not strictly defined), as the rational
basis for deriving or expanding legal rulings. This approach contrasts clearly with
the classical tradition, which permitted fa /il by restricted and objectively defined
wisdom (hikmah mundabitah), while also maintaining that not all divine purposes
must be known to humans. The study is interdisciplinary (dirasah bainiyyah) in
nature, as it relates to three distinct fields: kalam, usil al-figh, and magqasid al-
shart‘ah. 1t employs content analysis of key writings by scholars in these three
fields to uncover deeper epistemological differences underlying each perspective.
The study concludes that the transformation in the concept of ta‘lil among
contemporary maqasid scholars is not merely a methodological expansion or a shift
from reasoning by restricted wisdom to reasoning by broad magasid. Rather, it
represents a fundamental epistemological transformation: the center of focus has
shifted from God (markaziyyah lillah) to the human being (markaziyyah lil-insan)..
Instead, it constitutes a methodological and epistemological rupture that makes the
difference between the two approaches a substantive divergence, rather than a mere
terminological disagreement as previously occurred between ta ‘lil in usil al-figh
and fa ‘il in kalam.

Keywords: ‘llah, ta‘lil, kalam, usil al-figh, magasid
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