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ABSTRACT

The development of sharia has witnessed a transformation in its meaning -
from a divine legal system encompassing all aspects of life, such as acts of worship,
transactions, ethics, and human relationships with God and others, to a moral
system that emphasizes ethical values and principles. This transformation has been
influenced by Western modernity , including scientific advancement and the
concept of human rights. Among the thinkers who adopt an ethical approach in
understanding sharia is Khaled Abou el Fadl. Therefore, this research aims to
critically study the moral standards within Khaled Abou el Fadl’s approach to
sharia, including its philosophical foundations, principles of moral judgment, and
its implications for sharia reform in the contemporary era. To achieve this, the study
employs a qualitative methodology based on critical analysis of Khaled Abou el
Fadl’s ethical approach in understanding sharia , by collecting data from both
primary and secondary sources. The primary sources consist of Khaled Abou el
Fadl’s original works that discuss his ethical methodology, while the secondary
sources include books, journals, and articles relevant to the topic. The findings of
this study show that althought Khaled Abou el Fadl’s ethical approach aims to
preserve the relevance of sharia in the modern era, it also leads to subjectivity in
ethical meaning, ambiguity of the moral interpreter’s authority, and the
deconstruction of definitive legal rulings, due to the limitations of ethical rationality
in evaluating what is considered moral. Therefore, ethics cannot be regarded as the
main standard for legal validity, especially when ethical values are intertwined with
modern and Western thought. Thus, this ethical approach needs to be confined
within a sound methodology and must be aware of the limits of human rationality.

Keywords: ethical approach, sharia, Khaled Abou el Fadl.
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