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ABSTRACT

This thesis presents an analytical comparative study on the influence of Tafsir
al-Manar by Muhammad Rashid Rida on Tafsir al-Rahmah by Indonesian scholar
Oemar Bakry. It explores methodological and intellectual aspects of this influence and
traces the transmission of reformist thought from the Arab world to Indonesia,
especially in Minangkabau. The study employs descriptive, analytical, and
comparative methods by analyzing exegetical texts, comparing styles and content, and
examining the historical, educational, and da‘wah context of Oemar Bakry. Findings
reveal that Tafsir al-Rahmah extends Tafsir al-Manar in many ways. Bakry was
influenced by Rashid Rida’s approach, which combines reason and revelation, links
the Qur’anic text to societal issues, simplifies language and terminology, avoids
Isra’iliyyat, rejects sectarian fanaticism, and emphasizes Qur’anic education while
combating religious innovations. This influence stems from shared concern for
Muslims under colonialism, Bakry’s reformist education at the Thawalib School in
Padang, his use of Tafsir al-Manar as a reference, availability of reformist literature
from the Middle East, and the flourishing Islamic reform movement in West Sumatra.
Beyond methodology, the influence shaped exegetical content: promoting mastery of
science and technology, viewing knowledge as revival, explaining hostility of the
People of the Book, educating youth on sound creed, correcting misguided practices
like seeking saintly intercession, emphasizing unity, moderation, warning against
cowardice, and linking piety with jihad. The study concludes that Bakry was not merely
a transmitter of al-Manar’s ideas but reinterpreted them within Indonesia, making
Tafsir al-Rahmah an authentic reformist exegesis model and reflecting deep intellectual
ties among Muslim scholars despite geographic distances.

Keywords: Tafsir al-Rahmah, Tafsir al-Manar, Oemar Bakry, Muhammad
Rashid Rida, Reform and Renewal.
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